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Emebet Belete’s works Enkutatash #12 and Contemplation investigate the 
juxtaposition of our inner self and our relationship with our community.  
Engage with yourself and community through the following activities:

Alone in the crowd? grades 9–12

Art Activites 

Experiment with fabric
Belete’s work often features Ethiopian fabric draped across figures. Pick a fabric, or garment that is 
meaningful to you and create an artwork with it. Make a drawing of the draped fabric. What techniques 
can you use to create texture? How does shading or shadowing emphasize aspects of the fabric? What 
emotions or memories does the fabric evoke?

Explore painting
Belete applies acrylic paint using several methods to create the illusion of translucency and shadowing. 
Experiment with acrylic paint and various tools such as a palette knife and see what effects you can create. 
Try adding more or less water to the paint. What effect does a thick or opaque application of paint create 
compared to a thin or translucent application?

Play with portraiture
Enkutatash #12 and Contemplation can be viewed as unconventional portraits, as the figures have their 
backs turned to the viewers. Draw or collage two unconventional portraits of yourself: one realistic and one 
abstract. Play with perspective, depicting yourself with your back turned or with your face partially visible. 
Do different expressions or spatial perspectives create different emotions? Do you feel differently when 
creating a realistic or abstract depiction of yourself? Which feels most like you?

Emebet Belete, Contemplation, 2023, acrylic on canvas. Courtesy of the artist.
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If you’d like to extend the lesson 
beyond visual art, here are some  
other activities:

Reflect on community (language)
Think of an activity or place where you connect with 
your community; this could be an event, a centre for 
physical activity, a historical site, a park or a place 
where you gather with family. Write a short story or 
journal entry about how you connect with community 
through this place or activity and how this impacts 
you. 

Connect with your heritage (history)
Create a mind map of important aspects of your 
heritage. You can include values, traditions, words, 
places, doodles and more. Circle the aspects of your 
heritage that you connect strongly with, and cross out 
those that you do not connect with. In another colour, 
include new traditions you have created, places you 
aspire to live and other aspects of your identity. Why 
do you think it’s important to reflect on, and connect 
with culture, traditions and personal identity?

 glossary
Portraiture: A portrait is an artistic representation 
of a person. It can be created using a variety of 
mediums like photography or painting. Portraits 
can depict the head and shoulders, half or full 
figure of a person.

Culture: Culture is the traditions, arts, social 
institutions, and achievements of a nation, region, 
people, or other social group.

Emebet Belete, Enkutatash #12, 2015, acrylic on canvas. Courtesy of the artist.

Alone in the crowd?
grades 9–12

Juxtaposition: The act or an instance of placing 
multiple things side by side to compare and 
contrast, or to create an interesting effect.

Abstract: Art that takes subject matter and 
simplifies or obscures their shape. It often features 
marks and shapes that do not exist in visual reality, 
but are imagined.


